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MUSANZE LT&C-MEMORANDUM

Musanze, June 9, 2016:

Hosted by Amahoro Tours and organised in cooperation with Linking Tourism & Conservation (LT&C), a workshop was convened to increase information sharing and cooperation related to LT&C in the trilateral region of the mountain gorilla national parks ”Virunga”, ”Volcanoes” and ”Mgahinga & Bwindi” in the Democratic Republic of Congo  (DRC), Rwanda and Uganda. Participants represented the following organisations and corporates: LT&C (with delegates from Norway, South Africa, UK, Italy, Uganda and Rwanda), Amahoro Tours (Rwanda), Red Rocks (Rwanda), Pamoja (Rwanda), Travel News Rwanda (Rwanda), Mughing Community Development Organization (MCDO; Uganda), African Union For Conservationists (Uganda), CPNCK (DRC) and SANParks (South Africa).

The participants agreed to

· Increase the network-information sharing and -cooperation in the region across borders;

· Encourage profiling, upscaling and replication of functioning examples (including ”LT&C-Examples”) of tourism supporting the safeguarding and management of the national parks as well as community involvement and participation;

· Motivate funders to support projects, which aims to upscale or replicate such functioning examples, in particular, where ”example-providers” partner with a potential ”example replicator”;

· Convince governments, national park authorities and other bodies involved to seek and implement maximum transparency of entrance/gorilla fee-use in order to motivate tourists to spend and be sure the money is used for the management of the parks and proper involvement, participation and benefit of local communities;

· Increase exchange of experience with other multilateral national park cooperations, such as in South Africa, Mozambique and Zimbabwe.
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